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MEMORANDUM 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ' 

ir.O BY U>--|L.i->\ 




Fr.OM GENERAL DECLASSiFICATION 
SCHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652 
EXEMPTION CATEGORY 'h n >') > 

WASHINGTON ' 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 


THE PRESIDENT'S FILES 


FROM: 


M/GEN. ALEXANDER M, HAIG, JR. 


SUBJECT: 


The President's Meeting with Nguyen Phu Due, 
Special Advisor to President Thieu; and Tran Kim 
Phuong, Ambassador of the Republic of Vietnam 
to the United States 


TIME AND DATE: 


12:25 p.m,, November 30, 1972 


• PLACE: 


Oval Office, The White House 


PARTICIPANTS 


President Nixon 

Special Advisor Nguyen Phu Due 
Ambassador Tran Kim Phuong 
Henry A. Kissinger 
M/Gen, Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 


President Nixon thanked Mr. Due for the time he had spent in Washington 
and for the efficient way in which he had expressed President Thieu' s 
views to the President and to the U.S. Government. The President stated 
that Dr. Kissinger had informed him, however, that Mr, Due had raised 
this morning a recommendation from Saigon which would be tantamount 
to the United States proceeding bilaterally with Hanoi in an effort to 
achieve a purely military solution along the lines of the US/GVN May 8 
proposal and that, in effect, Saigon would now wish to go it alone, 

Mr, Due said he wanted to qualify that position. He stressed that President 
Thieu considered the three points mentioned earlier by Mr, Due to be 
matters of vital national concern, and he was in effect recommending that 
if North Vietnam in the next round of negotiations remained adament, then 
President Thieu would prefer that the United States explore a bilateral — 
termination of its participation in the c onflict directly with Hanoi and le av^ 
Saigon to continue the s truggle, pvir. Due added that President Th ieu felt 
r— -it-'wcnila be preferable to die now than to die bit by bi L^NPresident ^hieu 
^~~heped~TEaFPresident Ni3con~WD uld ~hglp~SiPuth VietnanTfind a formula for a 
military solution which, in effect, wouldXexchange U.S. prisoners of war 
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in return for a cessation of U.S. mining and bombing together with a 
ceasefire. This would be a purely bilateral US /Hanoi agreement with the 
exception of the ceasefire, Saigon, in turn, would be responsible for 
policing the ceasefire, but it would also hope that the U.S. would join with 
Saigon in taking strong military action if the provisions of the ceasefire 
were violated. President Thieu re cogni zed «4his- would be a very severe 
setback for him in that the bombing and mining were an essential adjunct 
of the current campaign. Nevertheless, Pr esidS»<r-T hie u would prefer this 
route rather than to abandon the thrs fi y-ifaJLp rfT T T^iAg _ 


President Nixon stated that he was going to quickly recapitulate the situation 
in the frankest terms. He noted that he had irint -inrith thta Jninf Chiefs of 
Staff for two hours just before his mee ting w ith Mr, Due, The Joint Chiefs 
were unaim i : '’-’^ p nmrral Abra-ms -- in agreeing that there was 

a n irrefutable legal b asis for direct U,S, retaliati^ . They, in fact, 

r 1, 000 North Vietnamese infiltrators 

had contingency plans 
ing tiiatriM.s been under- 


— II I I M — 

expresse d the, belief that anvthi 


could easily picked u 

in being f or air and other responses beyond an 

taken previously should a violation occur. The President said he would not 
provide the precise details on these plans but wished to emphasize that 
Hanoi would not get off lightly. Thirdly, Secretary Laird, who was a great 
friend of South Vietnam's and a U,S, domestic political expert, ha d just met 
with the key nj&nabesLSL^f the Armed Services Committees, 
essentially ^^wk-ori^t 
were achieveo^nd i 


They^ctUrfixiiicd, to the man 


TKe provisions ^ the agreem' 


Thieu were the only ofestacle 


they would have no 


against continuing U, S, aid to South Vietnam, 



ent 

ublic ^ and 

ut to vote 


The President underlined that he understood Saigon's view, but he wanted 
it made clear for the last time -- since he would_not repeat it -- that once 
an agreement was concluded and if Sai gon resisted , there was no chance for 
continuing U.S, aid. The President expressed his_aan.s±emation that President 
Thieu would pose the alternative in a die-now-or-later context, since neither 
would occur, given the fact that the man sitting in the President's chair in the 
United States was totally behind the South Vietnamese Government. 


The President noted that he was going to write specific detailed instructions 
for Dr, Kissinger on Friday in Key Biscayne, and that he would meet with 
Dr, Kissinger extensively on Saturday morning. There could be a debate betwe 
President Nixon and President Thieu on reopening negotiations, but it just 
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would not happen. The discussions must be held within the current 
framework. The U.S. would do its very best to do aU that was possible 
to get the best conceivable settlement. That would be done, but it would 
be done within the current framework. FoUowing the achievement of an 
a^greed-upon text. President Nixon would be willing to meet with President 
Thieu at Midway -- not to discuss or negotiate the pros and cons of the agree 
ment but to enable President Nixon to give his personal assurances to 
resident Thieu of continued aid and prompt enforcement. This would enable 
us to interpret the agreement in a uniform way before the press. 
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Dr, Kissinger not^ 
the problem with 
could never be elimiiia 
mtinued ^hat- it would b^e 

t partic 
uld be im 


^d discussed with Mr, Due the day; 
The President emphasized tha 
S/It, Due nodded affirmative 
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able to give on'someQess i^port^t 
Dr , 
t the 
violate 



,t in his 
on of the three componei 
of the respective 


to provide specific languag 
territories, and all the other cHanges Mr, Due was insisting on. 
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